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An Opportunity for Mr. Mann, ’

While President Wirson's policy ufl
“watchful walting™ has turned out to he |
one of waiting until chaos came in Mex. |
ico and it wonld now puzzie the Presi- |
dent to tell the country exactly what |
his policy in {ts later stages means,
Reprosentative MAXN's criticism of the
situation i= not constructive. Asked by
Mr. Garver of Texas in the Honse whai
he would do to “correct conditlons”
the minority leader said :

W | not have the exscutive author-
ty and 1 eannot undertake to say what |
would do, but if T had the authority I
would find a way of correcling theae evile.”

This not helpful; in fact, Mr.
Maxx dodges the issue., His mind is
bhiank when it comes to proposing a
plan to remedy the evils from which
Mexico Ix suffering and that are react- |
ing =0 injuriously upon the United'
States.  His reply 18 an adwmission
that the problem is as difficult of solu-
tion 4« the situation is exasperating. |
He falls back upon the notion that “if |
there were a proper conception of our |
dutles we could easily bring order out |
of chaos, and that without war.” Evi-
dently Mr, MANN does not want armed
intervention in  Mexico, bhecanse 1(‘
would result in war, the cost of which
would be inealeulable and the results |
politically undesirable

It would be a statesmanlike gervice
fo show the country how order conld

do

is

be brought out of chaos in Mexico
“without war.” Anybody who made
“watchful walting” workuble and a

suecess would be a henefactor to both |
nations. The country would m=rtnh||_\'i
give Mr, Maxy the credit if he t‘utlh]'
it wpon a plun for the redemption of
Mexieo and the establishment of al
atable governmwent there without fir-
volving the United States and adding |
to its responsibilities,

Will Mayor Mitchel Tackle 11?2

The associations of policemen, formed I
nominally for benevolent purposes, but |
actnally used for the defence of their|
members against any proposed change |
in rules or statutes that displessss |
them, have for years heen a serfons
ohstacle to practically every attempted
lmprovement io conditions in the foree.
Their power has been exerted at Al-
bany, in City Hall and in the trial
roomn at Headquarters, Through them
the politicians of the force have ope
ated, thwarting Commissioners ol
Mayore when it seemed desirable o
thwart them, and controlliug to a de
gree little understood by the ordinary |
vitizen the policles and performances
of the department

In the past the managers of politieal
parties have dickered with the ofMcers
of these associatlous, promising legis
lation as a reward for votes and infln
ence at the polls, the e
mands of the huve
w0 great that even the politicians re
fused to aceede to them, bt such in
stances have been rare.  The associn
tions have been far more influentiul
than the Commissioners on whom re-
sponsibllity for the management of the
foree rested, the Mayors who appointed

Sometimes

as=sociations b

rhem or the Governors who had au-
thority to remove them.
Should Mayor Mircnger decide, in

consequence of the occurrences of the
last few days, to undertake to rid the
department of these bodies, which are
abviously and uotoriously antagonistic
to discipline, he would find himself o
posed to a highly powerful clique. Yet
that clique can be bedten. General
BixacHAM beat it when lLe made the
inspectors detalled instend of perma-
nent officers.  Moreover, it should bhe
beaten, for so long as it exists the
Mayor aud Commissioner will he hawm-
pered in every reformutory endesvor
they seck to apply to the police.

Mr. Gompers's Bill,

Congress having obliged the Hon.
SAMUEL GOMPERS by voring for a lit-
eracy test for immigrants, President
WiLson s expecied to interpose his

veto in behalf of gocd sense and sonnd
publie policy. It is eophdently be.
Heved that Mr., GoMpPiks can mustes
the necessary two-thirds of the Sena-
tors to override the veto, but in the
Hounse bis power i# not thought to ex-
tend so far. Thus the pation mny es-
vape this folly for a time, but if Mr,
GoMPERS continues to increase in in
fluence in the future as he has in the
past he will appear at the opening of
the Nixty-fourth Congress with a fol-
lowing large enough to defy even the
President,

The bill, outside of the literacy test,

dangerous. It calls for the exclusion
of persons of “constitutional psycho-
pathie inferfority.,” a phrase that may
he tortured into an excuse for keeping
almost anybody on the far side of the
Battery sea wall,
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